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November 24, 2008
 
President-Elect Barack Obama 
Obama for America 
P.O. Box 8102 
Chicago, IL 60680 
 
Dear President-Elect Obama: 
 
As president of the National Association of State Student Grant and Aid Programs (NASSGAP) and on behalf of our 
members, congratulations on your election victory!  
 
The opening of your election night speech spoke deeply to us. We saw the students and families we serve in your words: 
If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are possible; who still wonders if the 
dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer.  Our 
nation annually honors presidents who have laid the foundation for a free society but you are the first president to fully 
embody the results of those efforts. 
 
NASSGAP represents agencies in the fifty states and several territories that operate federal and state college student aid 
programs, including the Federal Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP) program. In 2006-07, our 
member states provided $9.3 billion in total state-sponsored student financial aid. Eighty-two percent of that aid was in 
the form of 3.7 million student grants, averaging $2,100 each. Nearly three quarters of these state-sponsored student 
grants was need-based, and most was received by families with incomes under $20,000.  Many of our state members also 
coordinate the GEAR UP, College Access Challenge Grant, and Byrd Scholarship programs in their states; and 19 of our 
member states are federal student loan guaranty agencies. 
 
You also said in your convention speech that, “Now is the time to finally meet our moral obligation to provide every child 
with a world class education, because it will take nothing less to compete in the global economy.” That is essentially the 
mission of NASSGAP. We assist our citizens in their pursuit of the dreams you invoked so many times throughout your 
campaign. We now stand ready with rolled up sleeves to work with you in finding ways to help all Americans who seek to 
rise to their maximum potential through a college education.  
 
You have empowered all of us with your unwavering hope for and belief in our nation. I hope you will take advantage of 
our expertise, willingness to serve, and renewed enthusiasm for the promise of our nation. Please let us help.  
 
Warmest Regards, 
 

 


