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Presenter Biographies

David Bergeron

Director of Policy and Budget Development, Office of Postsecondary Education, 
U.S. Department of Education

David Bergeron is the Director of Policy and Budget Development for the Office of Postsecondary Education at the United States Department of Education.  In this role, David works with Congressional members and their staffs and the higher education community to develop legislative proposals for the Department's postsecondary education programs. His office is also responsible for developing regulations and other policy guidance to implement enacted legislation. In that capacity, David has worked on four reauthorizations of the Higher Education Act, the Taxpayer-Teacher Relief Act, and numerous Budget Reconciliation Acts.  Most recently, David and his staff worked on the provisions of the College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007, which authorized the TEACH Grant program and the College Access Challenge Grant, and the Ensuring Continued Access to Student Loans Act of 2008.  David would tell you he is most proud of the Department's prompt action in providing regulatory relief and hundreds of millions of dollars in funding to the students and schools impacted by Hurricane Katrina.

Jamie Dushin

Budget Analyst, 
Montana Guaranteed Student Loan Program

Jamie Dushin currently holds the position of Budget Analyst for the Montana Guaranteed Student Loan Program, in Helena, Montana.  Through this position he works with the Montana state grant and work study programs, as well as the FFEL Program.  Jamie began at MGSLP in 2001 as the Scholarship Specialist working primarily with the state’s GEAR UP and Honor Scholarship programs.

Jamie currently serves as the Treasurer-Elect of NASSGAP until October 2009.  He is also a member of the NASSGAP Research Committee.  In 2006, he put together NASSGAP’s Examining LEAP report in response to the Federal PART analysis of the program.

Jamie is a 2001 graduate of Montana State University – Bozeman in Business Finance.  Jamie is married to a fellow MSU-Bozeman graduate and has two handsome young boys.

Justin Draeger

Vice-President of Planning and Development, 
National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA)

Justin Draeger is Vice President of Planning and Development for the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA). He is the chief development officer for the Association, its chief fundraiser, and helps oversee the Association’s communication efforts. Justin also assists in developing policy positions for the Associations and is co-chair of NASFAA’s National Conversation Initiative, the Association’s campaign to increase college access and success for low-income, minority, first-generation, and other disadvantaged students by improving the U.S. financial aid system. 

Justin acts as one of the Association’s spokespersons and has been featured on The Today Show on NBC, National Public Radio, CNBC, and Fox Business News. He is often quoted in publications such as The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, the San Francisco Chronicle, and Kiplinger.  Since joining NASFAA in 2006, Justin has also released several research and discussion papers that have gained national attention on student loan default, student loan financing, and college access. 

Justin began his career in student aid working as the financial aid administrator for the Douglas J Aveda Institute in East Lansing, MI. He went on to work for the Michigan Guaranty Agency as a lead regulatory analyst. He earned a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Resource Management from Brigham Young University and a Masters in Business Administration Finance from Baker College. Before completing college, Justin spent two years working with first- and second-generation Mexican Americans to revitalize local barrios in southern California and participating in ESL programs. He loves spending time with his wife Deanne and their two rambunctious children Sophia and Truman. He also enjoys cheering on BYU and Michigan State football, keeping up on his Spanish, engaging in political and social debates via his online blog, and contributing to national publications like The Greentree Gazette, Web Worker Daily, and Brazen Careerist.  

Gregory Alan Gerrans 

LEAP Program Manager,
United States Department of Education

Mr. Gregory Gerrans began his career in government upon graduation from high school in 1987 by enlisting in the United States Navy.  After serving his country for four years, Mr. Gerrans came to work at the U. S. Department of Education in the Office of Student Financial Assistance.  He has worked in the areas of student financial aid program policy and regulation development, primarily with such Title IV programs as the Federal Pell Grant Program, GEAR-UP’s predecessor NEISP, and the SSIG Program.  Mr. Gerrans is currently responsible for administering the LEAP and SLEAP Programs, including development of operations and funding procedures.

Daniel J. Hurley

Director, State Relations and Policy Analysis,
American Association of State Colleges and Universities

Daniel Hurley serves as the Director of State Relations and Policy Analysis for the American Association of State Colleges and Universities. The association, located in Washington, D.C., is a membership organization consisting of 430 public college and university presidents, chancellors and system heads from throughout the United States. 

Mr. Hurley provides research, analysis and commentary on a range of public policy issues impacting higher education at the campus, state and national level. Specific issues that he covers include college access and affordability, higher education finance, and the link between economic development and higher education. 

Prior to joining the association, Hurley served as the Director of University Relations and Administrative Services for the Presidents Council, State Universities of Michigan, based in Lansing, from 2003 until March of 2007. The Council serves as the coordinating body for all of Michigan’s 15 public universities. From 1998 to 2003, he served as the administrative assistant to the president at Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Michigan. 

Hurley has received a Ph.D. in public administration from Western Michigan University, a master’s degree in career and technical education from Ferris State University (Mich.), and a bachelor’s degree in public relations from Grand Valley State University (Mich.).  He has served as an adjunct professor for all three of his alma maters, teaching in the fields of communications, educational leadership, and public policy.
Maureen Laffey

Director,
Delaware Higher Education Commission

Ms. Maureen Laffey began working at the Delaware Higher Education Commission in 1996 as Associate Director and was appointed Director in 2004.  The Commission is an agency within the State of Delaware’s Department of Education.  In this position, her main responsibility is to oversee administration of approximately 20 state-funded student financial aid programs, in addition to administering 9 private scholarship programs.  Ms. Laffey is responsible for overseeing the daily operations of the Commission office and staff, budget preparation, policies and procedures, financial aid outreach activities, and communication with students, parents, legislators, college financial aid administrators and high school guidance offices.

Ms. Laffey is also responsible for working with the State Pension Office in managing the state’s 529 plan, The Delaware College Investment Plan.  She is the SHEEO for Delaware, and has served NASSGAP on the Executive Committee as Secretary, President-Elect, President (2003-04), Past-President, Conference Site Chair (3 times), and is now serving as Chair of the Ed Technical Forms Committee.   Ms. Laffey currently serves on the federal FAFSA Design Committee and is a negotiator for Team V Negotiated Rulemaking Committee.  

Ms. Laffey holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration with specializations in the areas of Agency Management and Personnel Management.

Kathleen Little

Senior Adviser, Student Aid Policy, 
The College Board

Kathleen Little has worked at the College Board since June 1986, and is currently the Senior Adviser, Student Aid Policy. In this position, she provides staff support to the College Board’s Rethinking Student Aid project and the Trends in College Pricing and Student Aid publications. Prior to her current position, she served as Executive Director, Financial Aid Services. In that role, she was responsible for the design and management of all College Board financial aid services as well as for communications with and training of college and university financial aid administrators. In addition, she had primary staff responsibility for maintenance of and improvements to the Institutional Methodology of need analysis. Ms. Little came to the College Board from her position as Director of Financial Aid at the University of California, Santa Cruz, a position she held from 1977 to 1986. During these years she served as President of both the California Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators and the Western Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators. Ms. Little holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in French from the College of William and Mary and a Master of Arts degree in Higher Education Administration from Teachers College, Columbia University.

Megan McClean

Assistant Director, 

Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance

Ms. Megan A. McClean is an Assistant Director for the Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance.  At the Advisory Committee, Ms. McClean has worked on the recent study and report on financial aid practices at community colleges, and will be involved with the new study of the adequacy of aid, enrollment, and graduation rates among low and moderate income students.   Prior to joining the Advisory Committee in August 2008, she worked at The Pennsylvania State University’s Undergraduate Admissions Office, first as a graduate assistant and then as a staff member.  Ms. McClean completed her graduate work at The Pennsylvania State University, receiving a master’s degree in Higher Education, with a focus on policy.  While in school, Ms. McClean volunteered with a writing program for elementary school students and served as a tutor for an adult literacy program.  She received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Allegheny College.  

Angela Peoples

Legislative Director, 

United States Student Association (USSA)

Angela Peoples recently joined the USSA family as the Legislative Director. She was introduced to the work of USSA in 2007 at a state wide rally of 500 students in Lansing Michigan and again at USSA's 39th Annual Legislative Conference. As a student at Western Michigan University, Angela worked diligently for change on issues that effect students, including defeating Anti-Affirmative Action legislation and promoting sexual assault policies and preventions. She was also instrumental in collaborating with universities across the state of Michigan to develop and institutionalize the Student Association of Michigan. Angela graduated from Western Michigan with a degree in Political Science and African studies, plus a fire to advance the social justice movement. As Legislative Director, Angela is committed to work tirelessly to ensure the continuation of USSA's legacy of winning legislative victories on the issues that are most important to students.
Fred Sellers

Senior Policy Analyst, Office of Postsecondary Education, 
U.S. Department of Education 

Fred Sellers has a bachelor’s degree from Tulane University and a Master’s degree from the University of Florida.  In 1973, Mr. Sellers began working at the U.S. Department of Education.  Since 1983, Mr. Sellers has worked in policy for the Federal student aid programs and is currently a senior policy analyst in the Office of Postsecondary Education.  Mr. Sellers’ responsibilities include the development and implementation of policy, regulations, and legislation for the Department’s postsecondary programs, especially the Federal student aid programs, including the Federal Pell Grant and the LEAP programs.

Bob Shireman

Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Education

U.S. Department of Education 

Robert Shireman is currently a consultant serving as Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Education.  Mr. Shireman is on leave from his role as president of The Institute for College Access & Success (www.ticas.org), a non-profit policy research organization he founded in 2004.  He served as an education policy advisor at the White House National Economic Council during the Clinton Administration.  Prior to that, he was education advisor and legislative director for U.S. Senator Paul Simon of Illinois.  His work at the federal level has included lead roles in student loan reforms, the creation of the GEAR UP and School-to-Work programs, the implementation of the federal higher education tax credits, and other initiatives.  Prior to founding the Institute, Mr. Shireman led a campus diversity initiative at the James Irvine Foundation, and focused on high school reform and college access as a fellow at the Aspen Institute.  He earned his Bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of California at Berkeley, and Masters degrees from Harvard (in education) and the University of San Francisco (in public administration). 

Barry Simmons

National Chair Elect, 
National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) and 
Director, Office of University Scholarships and Financial Aid, 

Virginia Polytechnic Institution and State University


Barry W. Simmons Sr., a native of Southside Virginia, graduated from Elon University.  His master's and doctorate are from UNC Greensboro with studies in higher education and public policy.  As Director of University Scholarships of Financial Aid at Virginia Tech, the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Simmons oversees $302 million in assistance to more than 21,000 students and serves on the University Council on International Programs, Enrollment Management Committee, Undergraduate Admissions Advisory Group, McNair Scholars Advisory Committee, the Computer Requirements Steering Committee, as an academic coach for the local chapter of the Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity and was a charter member of the Multicultural Affairs Committee.  

He has held various enrollment management positions at Elon University, the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, St. Paul’s College, Virginia Commonwealth University and as a private consultant.  

Recognized as am advocate of access to post high school educational opportunities and educational diversity, Simmons began his term as chair-elect of the National Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) in July 2008 and currently serves on the board of Project Discovery, a state-wide high school drop out prevention program.  Dr. Simmons was a member of the Virginia College Access Network Founding Steering Committee, served as its second president and continues to serve on the board of directors.  He is a frequent speaker at state, regional and national conferences, has co-authored several NASFAA Monographs and has published in the Journal of Student Financial Aid.  He has served on the NASFAA Institutional Services, Research, Association Governance and Membership, Diversity Committees and currently holds a seat on the Executive Committee of the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges’ Commission on Access, Diversity and Excellence.  He serves in an advisory capacity to several Virginia state agencies.

On the personal side, Simmons’ hobbies include emceeing high school band competitions, restoring pipe theatre organs and science fiction.  When not in Blacksburg, he resides with his family on The Farm in Baskerville, VA.

Rich Williams

Higher Education Associate, 
United States Public Interest Research Group

Rich Williams is the Higher Education Associate for the United States Public Interest Research Group (USPIRG).  USPIRG works with college students on 200 campuses across the country through the Student PIRG network.  USPIRG is a national network of state-based non-partisan, non-profit organizations that advocate on behalf of the public interest, including college access and affordability issues. 

Rich works on federal higher education policy including student aid, grants, loans and federal aid policy.  Rich works with student leaders across the country to educate them on federal policy and how they can engage in the political process. A 2008 graduate of Northern Arizona University, Rich was in student government for four years and spearheaded a project on campus working with faculty to implement strategies to lower textbook costs.  As a Board Member of the Arizona Students’ Association, the statewide student representing body, Rich worked directly with members of the Arizona Board of Regents to promote the public college system in the Arizona state legislature. Rich worked with many Arizona legislators on programs that would make college more accessible and affordable in the state.     
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