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It’s been more than a month since we were to-
gether in New Orleans. Don’t know about yours, but 
my Voodoo doll has not been able to fix the econ-
omy. I’m thinking I just don’t have enough pins, or 
maybe I’m putting them in the wrong places. Did 
anybody pick up instructions?  I’m relying on my 
clown costume, boa and tiara to keep up my spirits. 
Hope you’ve found something to smile about. Per-
haps remembering our leadership decked out in 
Mardi Gras regalia will do the trick. 

 
There’s much work to be done in the wake of HEOA 
and the elections. We’ll just have to rely on our 
mutual support to keep up our spirits and our own 
elbow grease to get the jobs done. Here’s what’s 
been happening and some thoughts on what may 
be coming. 

 

Econo….mine. Econo…yours. Econo…ours. 

 
The economy. It is the theme, explicit or not, of 
nearly every conversation I’ve been a part of over 
the last many weeks in DC and around the country. 
Whether you believe the federal stimulus package
(s) will work or not, nearly everyone is looking for 
ideas to stem the downward spiral and begin the 
recovery. A recent letter from the Student Aid Alli-
ance asked for enough Pell Grant funds to cover 
the growing shortfall and a $500 increase to the 
annual maximum award. In the past, when the 
economy was weak, I believe Pell Grant shortfalls 
were just carried forward until the economy recov-
ered. So, we might hope for most attention to be on 
funding the increase.  NASFAA is asking that a 
piece of the stimulus package be used to improve 
the availability of private student loans. The current 
lame duck administration and the economic turmoil 
are enough to convince me that nothing other than 
another stimulus package (and that’s doubtful) will 
happen with the federal budget until after the new 
administration is in place. 

 

HEOA 
Ready or not, we got it. The Higher Education Op-
portunity Act became PL 110- 315 when it was 
signed by the President on August 14, 2008. (I 
know you know this, but that critical date, 8-14-
2008, must be burned into our brains!) What’s 
next? ED has been promising a Dear Colleague 
letter. Recently the delivery date was projected to 

coincide with Thanksgiving Holiday. Ironic if that’s 
true. Word is this DCL is well over 200 pages in 
length. With negotiated rulemaking required for 
many provisions I don’t expect there to be a lot of 
guidance, but instead a summary of the provisions 
with the relative implementation dates.   

 
Negotiated Rulemaking: ED is working on the logis-
tics for the negotiated rulemaking that is necessary 
to implement much of the HEOA. From the testi-
mony received over the course of several hearings 
held round the country, ED has been building a 
strategy for undertaking the negotiations soon after 
the new administration is in place. If you didn’t see 
it, NASSGAP’s testimony is on our website. At a 
recent “Stakeholders” meeting, ED officials re-
ported that four to five large panels will be named 
and hundreds of negotiators including alternates 
will be needed. The first meetings of the panels 
aren’t likely to happen until early February and the 
earliest that proposed rules from the negotiations 
might be published would be around early July 
2009. In the next few weeks, look for a notice that 
will be published in the federal register calling for 
nominations of panelists. We expect several items 
on these multiple agendas to be important to NASS-
GAP members. 

 
MOE: You will remember that there was much con-
sternation over the provision found in Title I that 
requires the states to maintain a spending level 
equivalent to a recent five year average (MOE) or 
suffer the loss of College Access Challenge Grant 
funding. The National Governor’s Association (NGA) 
continues its efforts to find some relief. Most re-
cently they’ve asked ED to provide all states a 
waiver of the requirement as they believe the law 
allows, on the broad basis of the economy being far 
too weak to expect states to meet the MOE require-
ments. ED promised an official response to the NGA 
request in the next week or so. There are many 
questions about the details of the provision, but 
those seem to be on hold until this determination is 
announced. 

 
Simplification: Simplification of the application 
process for federal student aid is a theme of the 
HEOA. There are numerous provisions regarding the 
FAFSA as well as related provisions dealing with the 
broad topic of providing information about financial 
aid and college costs to the general population. 
One HEOA provision requires ED to study and report 
to Congress on several matters related to the 
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FAFSA within 90 days of enactment, mid-November 2008. However, 
at the time of writing this article, ED is saying the report will be out in 
a few weeks. I know many of you have been following closely the 
press on this topic. We saw ED’s 27-question version of the FAFSA 
at our conference; a copy is posted to nassgap’s website 
(www.nassgap.org). However, the HEOA also required ED to include 
the states’ use of the FAFSA in their study. NASSGAP knows of some 
limited conversations but is not privy to any significant effort by ED 
to assess the impact of any of its proposals on the administration 
and delivery of the state student aid programs. You may also be 
familiar with the proposals to use the IRS system as the conduit for 
federal financial aid application data.  

 
NASSGAP will be working diligently to get input from all its members 
on the expected impact of such proposals on members’ programs. 
Please watch carefully and respond accurately and quickly to re-
quests for information on these critical matters.  

 
GAP: Regarding GAP, the NASSGAP leadership is working with ED on 
the transition from SLEAP to GAP over the next few years. Your input 
will be sought as the conversations progress. 

 

Out and About 

 
As reported at the conference I’m spending considerable time meet-
ing with colleagues on the Hill and at other higher education asso-
ciations. Most recently ED held its first “stakeholder’s” meeting. I’ve 
referred to it a few times earlier in this article. The re-introduction of 
regular meetings to hear from and discuss with ED officials current 
issues is particularly welcomed in this current environment of 
change and concern. We hope it will continue under the new admini-
stration.  

 
I have benefited from and greatly appreciate the leadership and 
advice being provided by President Lee Andes (VA) and Federal Re-
lations Committee Chair Chas Treadwell (NY). If I do say so, we make 
a heck of a team. 

 
As always, I look forward to hearing from you and please call if you 
are planning a visit to Washington DC before our spring conference. 
I’d love to see you. 

 

Marie Bennett 

Director, nassgap Washington DC Office 

marie@nassgap.org 

202-776-2599 
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