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***** 
I saw a cartoon the other day that I thought best 
captured election week for me. The first charac-
ter said in noting that it was election day, “Well, 
it’s all over but the shouting.” The second char-
acter replied, “No, the shouting has just begun.” 

 
When the dust clears, we will see a very differ-
ent Congress. Of course all the committee 
chairs will have changed and in both houses. 
That is startling news and will likely lead to new 
initiatives and a new direction. What is quite 
amazing to me is that Tip O’Neill’s famous line 
“all politics is local” may not have been the 
critical factor in this election. Clearly many of 
the victors won because of national issues: the 
war, stem cell research, and even education, 
namely, access to higher education. Middle 
income people and even higher income families 
are feeling the pinch as they try to pay for their 
children’s education. 

 
What we have learned so far will probably 
change. But let’s start out with what we know 
for the moment. 

 

Appropriations 

 
The existing Congress still has not passed the 
appropriations bills for the FY07 year (the one 
we started 6 weeks ago). We are living under a 
Continuing Resolution (CR) which expires next 
Friday (November 17th). The Congress is coming 
back to town next week for its lame duck ses-
sion and one of the things they must do is deal 
with appropriations. Otherwise, everything 
stops. 

 
There are a few things that could happen, in-
cluding an omnibus bill that essentially lumps 
all of the spending bills into one. They could 
pass any of the existing spending bills and lump 
the balance into an omnibus bill. Or they can 
defer any decision-making to after the new Con-
gress takes over. 

 
What we have heard is that the last scenario is 
the most likely. What we think now is that next 
week the lame duck Congress will pass a CR 
extending the FY07 spending until the end of 
January. That will give the new Congress a 
month to work on the year’s appropriations 
bills. We also heard that the lame duck Con-
gress may pass two CR’s, one to extend to Janu-
ary, and the second to extend to the end of 
February. Why or how they do that is not clear 
but I guess the point is that spending for next 
year will be decided by the new Congress. 

 
Committee Chairs and Assignments:  
 
This is one of the great games played in Wash-
ington when a party takeover occurs. For 12 
years the Democrats have been the minority 
party; now they get to be the deciders. There is 
some jockeying going on but it also appears 
that Speaker-to-be Pelosi wants to make sure 
there is harmony within the ranks. What we 
have heard is that there will be a few surprises 
but for the most part, the ranking minority 
member in each committee will take the chair-
manship. Much of this will be decided in the 
next few weeks. Actual committee assignments 
will not be decided until after the new year 
when the new Congress takes office. 

 
For Senate Appropriations, Robert Byrd (WV) will 
take over as chair with Tom Harkin chairing the 
subcommittee for education. Chairing the Sen-
ate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
(HELP) Committee will be Kennedy. 

Here Ye Hoyer 
House Democrats picked Maryland Rep. Steny 
Hoyer to be House majority leader today (Nov. 
16) defeating Rep. John Murtha of Pennsylvania 
in a vote of 149-86.Democrats also selected 
James Clyburn of South Carolina as majority 
whip, their No. 3 post. Clyburn, who is black, 
would become the highest-ever ranking mem-
ber of his race in Congress. Campaign chair 
Rahm Emanuel of Illinois was rewarded with the 
caucus chair post, the No. 4 position for  De-
mocrats. Congressman Obey (MI) is the current 
ranking member in the House Appropriations 
Committee. 
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Meanwhile, House Republicans, soon to be in the minority for the first time since 1994, are meeting to hear presentations from candi-
dates for their leadership posts. Their election was scheduled for Friday, November 17. Finding a replacement for Hastert as the caucus 
leader turned into a two-man race between Majority Leader John Boehner of Ohio and conservative challenger Rep. Mike Pence of Indiana 
after Rep. Joe Barton of Texas dropped out and endorsed Boehner In the House, there is a little more uncertainty.  

 
George Miller (CA) is the ranking member of the House Committee of Education and the Workforce,  and has indicated he would like to take 
on the chairmanship. The current ranking member on the subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness, currently chaired by Ric Keller (R-
FL) is Dale Kildee (MI). But he has said he would like to move to the subcommittee that deals with No Child Left Behind. The next in line is 
Robert Andrews (NJ). This is a key position for us since it is possible the new Congress will take up reauthorization. 

 

The Future for Legislation 

 
Talk about trying to look into a cloudy crystal ball…. What we do know is that the Democrats have pledged to do something to help families 
deal with the rising cost of higher education. They have proposed cutting student loan interest rates in half, increasing Pell Grants, and even 
a resurrection of the STAR Act. All of this costs money and short of raising revenue somehow, no one knows how giving these benefits can be 
done. The Democrats do not want to be known as the tax and spend party again. 

 

For now, everything is on the table and, at the same time, nothing is on the table. It’s a clean slate. 

 

NASSGAP’s Role 

 

Since the slate is fairly clean for now, you should know some of what’s going on here with NASSGAP. 

 
As most of you know, the Secretary’s Commission on the Future of Higher Education issued recommendations earlier this fall and the Dept. 
of Education hired a professional staff member to head up the implementation of these recommendations. Fortunately for us this person is a 
great friend of NASSGAP, Kristin Conklin, who previously worked for the National Governors Association. She has made it clear she very 
much wants our input and we have already begun meetings with her. We are optimistic that the states’ needs will be relayed to her and that 
any proposals coming out of the Secretary’s office will have been vetted by NASSGAP. 

 
We have also been in touch with Senator Jack Reed’s office (D-RI) who, you’ll recall, proposed the LEAP/GAP bill that was incorporated into 
the Senate’s reauthorization bill. Senator Reed has made it clear he is still interested in promoting that bill so we can assume it will come up 
again. That bill is also one that the Secretary may be willing to endorse because of its emphases on partnering and early intervention. NASS-
GAP would make it clear, however, that some of the provisions in the bill that were either put in or left out as compromises will need to be 
revisited before we would fully endorse them. We are all pleased to hear that Senator Reed will not only retain his seat on the Senate HELP 
Committee but will also join the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

 
In this rapidly changing environment that also occurs just before the end of a Congress, just before the holidays, and just before the Presi-
dent issues his budget for FY08, sometimes things will occur quickly. When that does I will try to write a brief update to try to keep you all 
informed. In the meantime, I wish all of you a happy and healthy Thanksgiving which to me has always been the best of the holidays. I get to 
spend time with my loved ones and I hope you get to do the same. 

 
As always, I welcome comments and questions. You can call me at (571) 239-0511 or write to bartastor@cox.net.  
 
Bart Astor   
Director,  
NASSGAP Washington Office  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


