
Poll Results Detail 

 

Poll Name: GAP Implementation 

   

Question: 

GAP is a significant change in the way the federal gov forms its partnership with 
the states. Review the letter sent by email detailing the issues and then provide 
input on the following areas. While it is not necessary to provide a response to 
every question, you will need to first "check" each question that you wish to 
provide a response. 

Agency Name Answer Write-in 

Alaska 
Commission on 
Postsecondary 
Education 

Stephanie 
Butler  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes   

Alaska 
Commission on 
Postsecondary 
Education 

Stephanie 
Butler  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes - agree.   

Alaska 
Commission on 
Postsecondary 
Education 

Stephanie 
Butler  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

Seems like there is a lot of potential for added 
cost and complexity without clear eivdence of 
how this will benefit students   

Alaska 
Commission on 
Postsecondary 
Education 

Stephanie 
Butler  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Great deal of concern that the minimum award 
requirement will limit us to funding only a very 
few students.   

Alaska 
Commission on 
Postsecondary 
Education 

Stephanie 
Butler  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Seems like there is potential for significant 
increases in student tracking issues and costs, 
again without clear evidence of benefit to 
students.   

Alaska 
Commission on 
Postsecondary 
Education 

Stephanie 
Butler  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

Not sure. Big open question is whether 
regulations, when they are developed, will 
simplify and clarify or add further complexity.   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

Under our current structure we could participate, 
however, the quetion is Will it be economically 
feasible to do so given the relatively low amount 
of grant money the program provides annually.   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

How to logistically get this information to the 
students in a cost effective manner. Paper letters 
and snailmail could be cost prohibitive, 
particularly in light of the budgetary crisis we all 
are facing.   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

Answers to the questions posed in this survey.   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Would we have to make these awards to out-of-
state students attending a participating school in 
our state?   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Under (B), (i) it states "the average 
undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees at the 
public institutions of higher education in the 



State where the student resides" How will we 
know this figure for institutions outside or our 
state? Also, doing some rough calculations based 
on our state SLEAP allotment, we would probably 
only be awrding approximately 100 to 120 
students a year. Is this worth all of the effort 
involved in settingup, administering and 
monitoring this program?   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

GAP/Challenge Grant: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

I'm not sure how the two programs match up. 
GAP seems to be a direct-to-student grant 
program whereas Challenge allowed much more 
latitude in how the funds could be used. I really 
view them as two separate programs.   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

I'm not sure what is meant in I "recruit and 
admit participating qualified students"? How does 
a student "participate"? Is there a requirement 
for students to meet certain requirements during 
middle and high school?   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes I agree.   

Connecticut 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Mark 
French *  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes.   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes Maine agrees with this position, this would 
allow for addtional time for discussion with 
potential partners   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

We have not yet had discussions regarding the 
partnership responsibilities   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes we agree and have no concerns   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

GAP/Challenge Grant: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

We would support the use of the GAP funds to 
enhance activities for the College Access Grant   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

We do have concerns about DOE setting the 
grant award amount. The SLEAP funds we 
currently receive would not fund many students 
using this formula   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

We have concerns in determning student 
eligibility   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

Institutional waivers: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

The institutional waiver process would require 
further review   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

We are undecided at this time and a more careful 
review of this program is needed   

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 

This part of the process would also require 
further review   



recommendations. 

Finance Authority 
of Maine 

Claude 
Roy *  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

It would be difficult to participate in a program 
that requires all of the additional adminsitrative 
requirements for the amount of GAP funds that 
Maine would receive   

Illinois Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Michael 
Solomon  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

Unknown .   

Illinois Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Michael 
Solomon  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

Unknown.   

Illinois Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Michael 
Solomon  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes .   

Illinois Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Michael 
Solomon  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes.   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes, I do.   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

Same concerns as those expressed by the 
committee.   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

Institutional waivers: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

What would the criteria be for waiver from 
regulation?   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Similar concerns as those indicated by the 
committee.   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

The same concerns that the committee had.   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

GAP/Challenge Grant: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Same concerns.   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

Less burdensome administration   

Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

Yes, but would prefer not to. I just see too much 
administration for such a small amount of 
funding.   



Kansas Board of 
Regents 

Diane 
Lindeman 
*  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

There are a lot of concerns re: this, mostly worry 
about accuracy of estimates and how much value 
a family may place on this in their financial 
planning.   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

Institutional waivers: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

We would propose that if a state agency 
performs the activities of the partnership, the 
institutional requirements can be waived.   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

With rising tuition and instability of federal and 
state funding, it is very difficult, if not impossible, 
to predict available financial aid into the future, 
non-binding or not. Our agency already provides 
broad-based information from grades 8-12 about 
student financial aid. We would prefer creating a 
way to target this information directly to low-
income students (those eligible for free/reduced 
lunch) that would not include individualized aid 
estimates.   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

No. Additional clarification is needed on 
intervention/outreach requirements. Award 
minimum requirements and institutional 
partnership requirements go beyond current 
responsibilites of our institutions. We have no 
way to track the students participating in early 
intervention programs through the colleges. All of 
the issues listed in this survey are of great 
concern to us. We currently utilize SLEAP funds 
to supplement our need-based grant program. 
The GAP program adds unnecessary complication 
and expense for a relatively minor amount of 
funding.   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Given the GAP requirements, institutions would 
have to be responsible for determining award 
amount on an individual basis, adding another 
complication to administration.   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

In Kentucky, KHEAA provides the services being 
required of the institutions. We would 
recommend that if the state agency can 
demonstrate it already provides these services, 
the institutional requirement be waived.   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

The issues raised are of great concern to us as 
well. Would broad-based outreach efforts 
conducted by our state agency qualify or does 
the USDE require narrowly defined and 
structured early intervention programs only (like 
GEAR UP)?   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes, to the extent the total federal GAP 
appropriation is the same as prior year SLEAP 
funding. However, given the signficant increase 
in admin requirements for this program, if 
additional funding is available states should be 
able to make their case to receive more than 
previous year SLEAP funding.   

Kentucky Higher 
Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Jo Carole 
Ellis  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes. We need as much time as possible for 
implementation.   

Maryland Higher 
Education 
Commission 

Robert L. 
Parker  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 

Yes   



position? Concerns? 

Maryland Higher 
Education 
Commission 

Robert L. 
Parker  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

How will insititions determine student meets all 
requirements   

Maryland Higher 
Education 
Commission 

Robert L. 
Parker  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

NO-to much additional monitoring   

Missouri 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Leroy 
Wade *  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

Although a final decision has not been reached, I 
believe Missouri can participate although it will 
create numerous additional administrative 
issues.   

Missouri 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Leroy 
Wade *  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Does this simply mean access to some type of 
web-based calculator or will the agency be 
required to provide individual 
notification/information to students/families 
based on some type of preliminary financial 
information?   

Missouri 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Leroy 
Wade *  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

I doubt we will see a FAFSA question on this 
issue so it will increase the administrative burden 
by requiring either the grant agency or the 
institution to verify the student meets the 
outreach program requirement.   

Missouri 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Leroy 
Wade *  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Our experience with this type of provision at the 
state level indicated it will cause delays. Such a 
scenario will not be popular with institutions and 
may undercut the ability to attract partners.   

Missouri 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Leroy 
Wade *  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes   

Missouri 
Department of 
Higher Education 

Leroy 
Wade *  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes. We need as long a period as possible to 
analyze the requirements and put the systems in 
place to make the transition.   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 
Program 

Jamie 
Dushin  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

This would allow Montana to begin during the 
next biennum, rather than the one that the 
current legislature is meeting on.   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 
Program 

Jamie 
Dushin  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 
Program 

Jamie 
Dushin  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

Seems like a lot to ask of schools for little 
(especially in Montana) dollars.   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 
Program 

Jamie 
Dushin  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

The awarding of the funds will not be major issue 
for Montana (decentralized), but may not be able 
to award as many students as have in the past.   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 

Jamie 
Dushin  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

What requirements are there to be considered to 
have participated in an Early Outreach program? 
Even if there is a FAFSA question, how would this 



Program be verified?   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 
Program 

Jamie 
Dushin  

GAP/Challenge Grant: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Montana's Challenge Grant program is not being 
administered by our agency and does not provide 
any need based aid.   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 
Program 

Jamie 
Dushin  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

GAP would require changes to our programs, 
however, it is likely that Montana will make every 
effort to participate in the program.   

Montana 
Guaranteed 
Student Loan 
Program 

Jamie 
Dushin  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Telling students from the seventh grade that they 
MAY be eligible to receive so many state dollars, 
when we have limited state dollars to award will 
make for many angry students. We do not have 
any programs that guarantee dollars if a student 
meets the requirements.   

New Hampshire 
Postsecondary 
Education 
Commission 

Judith 
Knapp *  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

No. Do not have the staff or IT capability to 
participate at this time. Also do not have the 
funding to upgrade both.   

New Hampshire 
Postsecondary 
Education 
Commission 

Judith 
Knapp *  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Will be unable to provide this information due to 
uncertainties of funding   

New Hampshire 
Postsecondary 
Education 
Commission 

Judith 
Knapp *  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

What happens if a student's EFC changes either 
up or down over their college career   

New Hampshire 
Postsecondary 
Education 
Commission 

Judith 
Knapp *  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

If current state and federal funds currently meet 
tuition and fees does that mean that a student 
does not receive an award or does this replace 
other state and federal funding   

New Hampshire 
Postsecondary 
Education 
Commission 

Judith 
Knapp *  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

Agree with all concerns   

New Hampshire 
Postsecondary 
Education 
Commission 

Judith 
Knapp *  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes   

New Hampshire 
Postsecondary 
Education 
Commission 

Judith 
Knapp *  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes, should be allowed to stay with SLEAP for 
2010-11   

New Jersey 
Higher Education 
Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

Sherry 
Fox *  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Agree - states will need as much lead time as 
possible to establish the required partnerships 
and develop systems to support this program.   

New Jersey 
Higher Education 
Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

Sherry 
Fox *  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

It is unclear that there is sufficient incentive for a 
postsecondary institution to partner with a 
State.   

New Jersey 
Higher Education 

Sherry 
Fox *  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 

Agree   



Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

New Jersey 
Higher Education 
Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

Sherry 
Fox *  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Statement to determine the value of the 
minimum award needs to be clarified.   

New Jersey 
Higher Education 
Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

Sherry 
Fox *  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

How are states going to identify students in the 
seventh grade?   

New Jersey 
Higher Education 
Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

Sherry 
Fox *  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Concern that the administrative allowance will 
not cover the cost of providing these early 
estimates.   

New Jersey 
Higher Education 
Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

Sherry 
Fox *  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

We are going to evaluate program participation 
requirements and the likelihood of securing 
corporate sponsorship in this difficult financial 
environment.   

New Jersey 
Higher Education 
Student 
Assistance 
Authority 

Sherry 
Fox *  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

Clarification on issues identified by NASSGAP 
executive committee as well as those noted by 
other states responding to this survey would be 
helpful.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

Prefer current SLEAP and CACGP.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

ED should modify the 4Caster to provide average 
college and state aid by state.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

Undecided. Administrative and coordinating work 
involved: new award cert language; delayed final 
awards; college and private org requirements; 
seems like a lot of work for limited funding.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

ED should add the necessary question to the 
FAFSA.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

Institutional waivers: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Same as the questions.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

States should be allowed to make preliminary 
awards, and final awards after college 
certification of other aid. ED should provide prior 
year enrollment-weighted average tuition and 
fees, by state.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

GAP/Challenge Grant: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

States should be allowed to GAP funds to sustain 
CACGP activities.   



NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

Neg reg issues to address.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes.   

NYS Higher 
Education 
Services 
Corporation 

Charles 
Treadwell 
*  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Agree.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes. This will help in developing annual budgets.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes. Given the complexity of Oregon's new grant 
program, we'll need all the time we can get.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

We are concerned about the additional 
administrative burden required, as well as the 
amount of reporting that will be required of 
participating schools. Unless we have some kind 
of standards, some elements will vary greatly 
state to state.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

GAP/Challenge Grant: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

In Oregon, CACG funds are being used to target 
and provide information about college to 
underrepresented groups. This may or may not 
be a good fit for GAPS.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

We could use tuition and fee information from 
the College Navigator, providing that states can 
use prior-year amounts. Awards under this 
program could be significantly larger than for 
students in other need-based grant programs. 
States will have to develop policies for selecting 
those $0 EFC students who will get the larger 
awards. Again, this means an increased 
administrative burden on states and schools, who 
will have to provide info on other federal and 
state aid for these students.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

Institutional waivers: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Given the participation requirements for schools 
in (3), waivers may be the only way to get 
enough participants!   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

The first two of the three criteria are not difficult. 
Could states use that third criterion as a way to 
shape the program?   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

It will take a lot of work to be ready to 
participate by 2011-12. Oregon is in the first 
year of a completely new approach to 
determining award amounts and eligibility. We'll 
need at least a full academic year's worth of 
experience with the new program parameters 
before we could begin adding GAPS to the 
picture.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 

Susan 
Degen  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 

Given that Congress hasn't yet set Pell for 09-10 
and that Oregon's legislature won't set agency 



Commission recommendations. budgets until May or June for 09-10, students 
may quickly discover that early aid estimates are 
totally unreliable.   

Oregon Student 
Assistance 
Commission 

Susan 
Degen  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

We'll want to see updates from states who 
implement GAPS early.   

Rhode Island 
Higher Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Michael 
Joyce *  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Many college aid offices simply won't certify 
eligibility until after the term has begun, thus 
limiting the use of these funds as an incentive to 
enrollment.   

Rhode Island 
Higher Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Michael 
Joyce *  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

Does this limit the portability of GAP funds only 
to officially "partnered" institutions?   

Rhode Island 
Higher Education 
Assistance 
Authority 

Michael 
Joyce *  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Agree.   

State Council of 
Higher Education 
for Virginia 

Lee Andes 
*  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

yes   

State Council of 
Higher Education 
for Virginia 

Lee Andes 
*  

If undecided, what 
additional detail would 
help make a 
determination? 

Need to know if GAP REQUIRES a student award 
or if access activities can be administered without 
it.   

State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

Early aid estimates: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

States have a difficult time as is knowing what 
their grants will be from year-to-year let alone 
many years in advance. Sending a generic letters 
to students telling them the sources and potential 
percentage of their education MAY be covered by 
state and federal aid would be better than listing 
amounts.   

State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

Can your state 
partcipate in GAP 
under current 
structure? If not, what 
are the obstacles? 

Doubtful; I don't know how we could afford to 
administer the program in light of the enormous 
responsiblities that are associated with it. In 
short, this program will only work if the scope is 
more in line with current funding or if funding 
gets more in line with the current scope.   

State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

Phase-in period: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Concerns? 

Yes - Time in needed to work with state 
legislatures in working out funding issues and 
with related organizations in contructing 
relationships   

State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

Institution 
participation: concerns 
and recommendations. 

With such limited funding to administer the 
program, how will states be able to 
enforce/monitor what schools are (or are not) 
doing with respect to providing support services 
to students   

State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

State allotment: Do 
you agree with 
NASSGAP preliminary 
position? Any 
concerns? 

Yes   

State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

Minimum GAP awards: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

Have same questions as NASSGAP paper   



State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

Student eligibility: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

This is my biggest concern. How are states going 
to know who these students are? Are we simply 
to take a student's word at the point they 
complete the FAFSA (graduate from high school) 
that they participated in an eligible gov't program 
in the past 7-8 years? Students should enroll in 
the program and be monitored over time but this 
takes serious money. However without enrolling 
students and knowing who they are and that 
they truely qualify under the eligiblity criteria 
then under this program states will be throwing 
state and federal money away since they will not 
be able to verify compliance with eligibility 
criteria   

State Student 
Assistance 
Commission of 
Indiana 

Dennis 
Obergfell 
*  

Institutional waivers: 
concerns and 
recommendations. 

If schools can get waivers then who will do the 
work that is such an critical part of this program? 
What's the point of them being eligible?   
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