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January 19, 2007
Margaret Spellings, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington DC 20202

Dear Secretary Spellings
I am writing to you as president of the National Association of State Student Grant and Aid
Programs (NASSGAP) to offer our association’s support for your initiative of launching a public
awareness campaign with the message, “The most costly education is the one not begun.”
As an association of state student grant agencies, our members are acutely aware of the need to
make college more affordable, to ensure that all families are aware of the many financial aid
programs available, and to streamline the financial aid process. The Department of Education’s
public awareness campaign and initiatives such as the College Access Initiative which grew out
of the Higher Education Reconciliation Act, are national efforts that can only promote our
common goals of awareness, access, and affordability.
As the national public awareness campaign gets underway during these first few months of the
new year, there are many creative and crucial activities also taking place at the state level that
help students and their families understand and navigate the financial aid application process.
Whether it is initiated by state grant agencies, loan guaranty agencies, associations of financial
aid administrators, or postsecondary institutions, states across the nation are reaching out to their
residents during this critical aid application timeframe and helping an untold number of students
take steps to fulfill their educational dreams.
A poll of state grant agencies, the results of which are attached to this email, reveals a wide array
of activities taking place in the current and coming months that range from College Goal
Sundays to public service announcements to direct mailings to students. All of these activities
compliment greatly the Department’s public awareness initiative and demonstrate the partnership
and common goals that NASSGAP and states share with the Department.
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NASSGAP applauds and supports your recent initiative and continued effort to address college
access and affordability. Please know that our members are always available to work with you
and your staff in meeting our common goals.
Sincerely,
Mary Ann Welch, President
NASSGAP, 2006-07
Cc:

Undersecretary Sara Martinez Tucker
Cheryl Oldham
Kristin Conklin
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